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Dear Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to ^mer the following amendment prior to 
examination of this patent application. 


IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please repJacJeparagraph [0001] beginning on page 2, with the following rewritten paragraph: 

«tir[0001] This appUcation claims the benefit of U.S. provisional patent application number 
60/361,247 entitled "Speculative Execution for Data Ciphering Operations," filed March 1, 
2002.«w 
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